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Texas country stars and brothers
Jimmy and David Lee Kaiser have had
decades of Christmases together to
practice throwing an all-out festive
celebration, and they are giving all
Southeast Texans the opportunity to
come gather around the Christmas tree
with them at Antone’s on Crockett
Street on Saturday, Dec. 23 for the
third annual Kaiser Family Christmas
concert.

“This is our one big show together
every year,” said younger brother
David Lee. “We try not to play togeth-
er much so that this gives us a reason
to get together and have a really spe-
cial performance.”

Older brother Jimmy agreed that if
there were one show for people to
attend to get the full-on Texas country
experience mixed with pop and rock
from the Beaumont boys and their
friends, this would be it.

Joining the Kaisers on stage at the
Christmas concert will be other local
musical talents Jamie Talbert, Spencer
Marks, Damian Giglio and Lee Pelly,
all close friends of Jimmy and David
Lee. Josh Langston, a Texas country
artist from College Station whom they
call their adopted little brother, will
also share the stage for the special
concert.

“These guys are all our friends and
people we have been playing with for
a long time,” said David Lee.

The mix of the Kaiser’s brand of
country music with the hard rock
coming from Pelly provides for a cool
and interesting show, according to
David Lee. Both Kaisers sang on
tracks for Lee’s band Knuckle Deep
and the group has all performed
acoustic shows together. “It is really
cool for rock fans to know who we are
and the other way around,” said David
Lee. “We can get people out to their
shows and they do the same for us.
That is why Beaumont is so great.”

The Christmas concert will include
each musician taking the stage with
their respective bands and performing
some of their hits and crowd favorites.
Then everyone will take the stage
together for a dynamic finale perform-
ance that is possibly seen only once a
year at this concert.

“It is just a really good time,” said
Jimmy. “Last year was a fun concert
and everyone had a great time.”

This year, the Kaisers plan to put
more of a holiday spin on the concert,
and might even break out some Christ-
mas carols. “We’ll definitely do
Robert Earl Keen’s Christmas song

Kaiser Family'
Christmas

Saturday, Dec. 23, 9 p.m. "%
Antone’s on Crockett r%;..
Street in Beaumont
. Tickets $10 in advance or &
$10-$15 at the door &t
Ages18andup =

welcome

(‘Merry Christmas from the Family’).
And I plan to sing a Christmas song,
too,” Jimmy added, to the surprise of
David Lee.

Surprising and entertaining each
other is nothing new for the Kaiser
brothers. Playing together in bands
while growing up in Beaumont, Jim-
my on bass and David Lee starting out
on drums and moving to guitar, both
boys knew they had a love for music.
“Our uncle taught us both how to play
guitar and really first got us interested
in music,” said Jimmy:.

But music was put on the back
burner for each as they earned degrees
from Texas Tech University in Lub-
bock. Jimmy graduated with a degree
in psychology and returned to Beau-
mont, taking a well-paid job in phar-
maceutical sales. A few years later,
David Lee earned his degree in adver-
tising and returned to Beaumont to
work in advertising sales.

Finding free time from the grind of
work, the Kaisers joined the group
Honky Tonk Jones with friend Marks.
Their love for music was reignited and
both realized that the corporate world
was not for them, giving up the secu-
rity of their day jobs to pursue their
dreams of making music.

To make extra money aside from
Honky Tonk Jones gigs, Jimmy and
David Lee played acoustically at local
venues. When it came time to go to the
studio and record an album, the broth-
ers found themselves as a duo and
writing their own songs. The Kaiser
Brothers made their debut at the 2003
Girls’ Haven Gumbo Festival at
Crockett Street and began to amass a
great fan base in Southeast Texas.

“We threw a band together with all
new guys in one week to play at that
Girls’ Haven event,” said David Lee.
And so the Kaiser Brothers band was
formed and their first album “Spur-
lock Road,” named for the street they
grew up on and where they played
their first gigs for family and friends
as youth, was released in 2003.

The album, described as an incor-
poration of Americana with influences
such as Jerry Jeff Walker and Robert
Earl Keen, thrust the Kaiser Brothers
onto the Texas country music scene
and out on the road to bring their
music to the people. “Spurlock Road”
produced two Texas Music Chart hits
and new Texas anthems like “Best
Times,” “Ringo,” “Looking At Cows”
and “Galveston Lights.”

By the fall of 2004, though, the
brothers realized that in order for each
to grow, they must go it alone. So Jim-
my took his more country sound of
music, and David Lee his more rock
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sounds and each recorded their own
albums and scheduled gigs with sepa-
rate bands.

Jimmy’s first solo album, “I’m
Gone,” was released in 2005 and
demonstrated the maturity he had as a
musician. The album combined clas-
sic country, bluegrass and a 1970s
Waylon Jennings sound infused with
alternative rock and country influ-
ences.

David Lee’s first solo album,
“Twelve,” was released in 2006 and
has helped him do what he loves —
writing, singing and playing his own
songs. The track “Psycho” from the
album reached No. 17 on the Texas
Music Charts, an accomplishment that
David Lee is very proud of.

As for why they both gravitated
toward Texas country music instead of
the mainstream Nashville brand of
country, David Lee said that it just fit
with them. With Keen, Walker and Pat
Green as large influences, they felt
that Texas country was a more real-life
musical style.

“Texas country is not polished. It is
rough around the edges, and we like
that,” said Jimmy. “It was also more
out there in our area and attainable.”

Both brothers agreed that Texas
Country music had developed a lot
since the genre was first introduced.
“Everybody was doing fun songs and
‘floating down the river’ songs like Pat
Green at first,” Jimmy added.

“But now Texas country songs are
becoming deeper and better,” said
David Lee. “The Texas Music Charts
are nationally respected and recog-
nized now, and Nashville is even giv-
ing respect to what we are doing.”
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